Binyam, the child our Youth Group Sponsors, lives in Ethiopia . . .
International Disaster Response of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) has provided $470,000 to support drought and famine relief efforts in eastern Africa. The drought situation in Ethiopia is getting worse every day, said the Rev. Y. Franklin Ishida, director for international communication, ELCA Division for Global Mission. More than 10 million people are affected, and more than 1 million metric tons of food is needed to feed the affected population and to prevent famine conditions from spreading, he said. Ishida said members of the Ethiopian Evangelical (Lutheran) Church Mekane Yesus, the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) and Action by Churches Together (ACT) compare the current crisis to famine conditions that gripped Ethiopia in the mid-1980s. "There are fears that any further delay in any humanitarian intervention will result in a huge catastrophe," Ishida said. Members of the ELCA sent an initial $150,000 in response to an appeal for funds from ACT, a worldwide network of churches and related agencies meeting human need through coordinated emergency response. 
Greetings from Ethiopia,

Sincerely, I am and my family are very fine. Every week I learn God's word. I am a grade 3 student and I am doing well. The rainy season has passed here and the weather is hot. I love you.

Good by, Binyam*

* Binyam is the child in Ethiopia supported financially and with letters by our Youth Group. 
